FRANK J. MARSHALL, CHESS CHAMPION OF THE UNITED STATES.

Master, Playing in German Tourney When War Is Declared, Sees Several of His Competitors Taken Prisoners.
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BY HARVEY T. WOODRUFF.

MNAARYS BNl UNneBs Clhiampion
Frank J. Marshall thanks his na-
tionality that he was not interned
in the European war zonec. He
was playing in the masters’ tour-

ney at Maanheim, Germany, at the time
war was declared on Aug. 1. Most of the
Players were continentals. Those of Ger-
man nativity are now serving in the kais-
er's army, while the others, with a few
exceptions, are held as priscners of war.
Marshall was conversing with John, the
brilliant German master, when the latter
received the telegram summoning him
to join his 1cgiment and telling him
where to report. * I must £0."” remarkeq
Jdohn quietly, and departed without tell-
ing where or why.

Janowsk|, the French champion, who
was born in Foland but lives in Paris
much of the time, was Marshall's oppo-
nent in a-protracted game at the time
war was declared. He was subjected to
arrest. 80 were the Russzian players, and
at last accounts they atill were prisoners,
Alechine, 22 years old, & young Russian
of whom much is expected In the chess
world, took flight at the Arst tidings and
made his escape. He was one of the few
foreignera who did.

-

With the tournament rudely interrupt-
ed by the advent of Mars' hosts, Aar-
shall hurried from the country with the
American refugees. He departed #o hur-
riedly that his baggage was Jeft behind.
When he will recover his effects and when
the tourney at Mannheim wil! be finished,
if ever, he does not know. But be con-
siders that he is fortunate to have es-
caped and to be able to tour this country
in exhibition matches, even though he
lost a chance for the chief prize money
abroad. .

Adarshall was born thirty-seven years
ago—on Aug. 21, 1877, to be exact—in New
York City, where his father was engaged
in the flour business. He 18 of English-
Scotch descent. The head of the famdly
was born in England and the mother, who
fs still llving, is Bcotch. When Frank
was 8 years old his father removed to
Montreal, where three brothers were
added to the family. Two of them are in
the ratiroad business in Minneapolls,
while another is located in Kansas City.

It was In Montrcal that Marshall
learnéd to play chess, He absorbed the
rudiments of the aclentitic game from his
father, who was a good performer but not
a club player. Frank began as a achool-
boy when 10 years old and showed such
aptitude that two years later he beat the
best player of the Hope Coftee house, in
whose back roow chiess and checkers heid
sway. 4

When 18 years old he won the cham-
plonship of the Montreal Chess club and
held the honor for three years, when the
tamily returned to Brooklyn, where he
assisted his father In business but gave
most of his time to cheas, for he then Liad
practically decided to make the game a
profession.

It must not be supposed that Marahall'a
precocity at chess kept him from being a
regular boy in other respects. Far from
it. While in Montreal he was catcher on
an amateur nine, for baseball was just
beginning to enjoy & Yogue there, was
forward on a hockey club, forward on a
jacrosse team, and an excellent speed
skater on the ice, winning numerous
prises. He also competed in several pro-
tessional foot racea. In his firat effort at
two miles be pumped himself out after a
quarter mile against his veteran and sea-
soned opponents, but later had the satis-
faction of defeating & chap calling him-
self the champion of Holland over the 220
yard route. The chess master stist en-
joys a turn on the ice when opportunity

offers.

——

But since this {s a chess atory, let us
revert to Marshall's career. In 1807 he
won the junior champlonship of the New
York State association, but was beaten
in the Brooklyn club tourney by Napier.

reversing the result the following year.
He attained international prominence in
1898, when he was sent abroad by the
Manhattan and Brooklyn clubs and com-
York State and Manhattan clubtourneys.
being denied admission to the masters’
event, He won first prize, losing only one
same. Returning home, he won the New
York State and Manhattan club turneys.

At Paris in 1000 the young American.
only 23 years old, now admitted to
the masters’ clasy, was the only entrant to
win a game frem Dr. Lasker, who took
first prize. He also defeated Harry Pills-
bury, the American champion, who fin-
fshed second, in thelr individual match.
He was tied at the close with Marocsy,
the great Hungarian, for third place. In
1808 he proved himself a notable gambit
player by finlshing second to Tschigorin
in a speclal gambit event at Vienna, dis-
tancing Pilisbury and Maroczy.

Although he has scored many notable
triumphs, Marshall's greatest year. artia-
tically and financially, was 1004, when he
won his first great tournament and the
first prize of §1,000 at Cambridge Springs.
near Iirle, Pa. Finishing bebhind him were
the greatest masters df the world, as fol-
lows: Janowski, Lasker, Marco, Sho-
walter, Schlecter, Tschigorin, Mieses,
Pillebury, Fox, Telchmann, i.awrence,
Napler, Barry, Hosges, and Delmar. In
this company the young master did not
lose a game. He &till carrles the gold
watch which was presented to him by the
Manhattan Chess club, New York, in
honor of his victory.

The fact that Marshall’s earnings ir
1804 from tournament play, exhibitio:.
matches, lect'ires, and the sale of books,
of which he has written three, were in the
neighbochood of $3,000 shows that cheaa
masters are not overpald as compared
with emoluments in some other branches
of sporting endeavor.

—.—

Since 1904 Marshall has been an inter-
national figure, usually spending his sum-
ners in Europe with matches and exhibi-
tiona and his falls and winters in this
country. In 1608 he became United States
champion by defeating J. W. SBhowalter
of Kentucky at Lexington and Loulsville
in elght out of thirtcen gam:a for the
title and & purse of §x0. The title had
reverted to Showalter upon the death of
Pillsbury in 1008

Marshall played Dr. Lasker, now 48
vears old, who has been world champion
#ince 184, in a series of games for the
title at Chicago and New York in 1007,
He was beaten decisively, and it always.
has been claimed for him that he is & bet-
ter tourney than match player. He s
perhaps most noted for what the Ger-
mane call his ** schwindels.”

Tournamen: matches usually are lim-
1ted to two hours for thirty moves. ‘The
* schwindels " consists in maklng unex-
pected moves when the match is nearing
@ close and one's opponent is limited for
time, so far from the orthodox that thoy
are confusing and may cause an adver-
sary to go wrong at the critical time.

——

In his exhibitions Marshall prefers ai-
multaneous chess to the so-called blind-
fold variety of which Pillsbury was a
past master. Because of Pillsbury's pre-
eminence in that fleld (his best record
being a twenty-two game sweep at one
sitting) the present chamopion has not
given much attention to that style of play.
Of 172 games of simultaneous chess
played in his recent exhibitions against
tke best players of Chicago, Marshall won
149, lost 8, and drew 14.

Marshall wus married in 1005 to Miss
Caroline Krause of New York and hasa
son 9 years old, Frank J. Jr., who playvs
the game, but has never taken it up seri-
ously, as his father thinks school work
needs more attention now because the
boy has lost some time by traveling with
his father on European trips. So wheth-
er Marshall Jr. has the temperament and
aptitude to succeed his father as cham-
pion remains for the future to unfold.
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